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Q1

What's the best way to design a windowless interior bathroom so it doesn't feel
like a dark cave — beyond just adding pot lights?

A windowless interior bathroom can feel bright and spacious with the right combination of lighting layers,

reflective surfaces, and visual tricks that create the illusion of natural light and openness.

The key is understanding that lighting alone won't solve the cave problem — you need to create visual depth,

reflect available light efficiently, and use design elements that psychologically expand the space. Most GTA homes

built between 1950-1990 have these interior bathrooms, and many downtown Toronto condos place bathrooms in

the building core without exterior walls.

Start with a comprehensive lighting strategy that goes far beyond basic pot lights. Install LED strip lighting

behind a floating vanity to create ambient floor glow that makes the vanity appear to float and adds visual depth.

Add LED strip lighting in a recessed ceiling cove around the perimeter — this bounces soft light off the ceiling

and eliminates the harsh shadows that make windowless bathrooms feel cramped. Backlit mirrors are

transformative in windowless bathrooms, creating the illusion of depth while providing excellent task lighting for

grooming. For shower areas, consider linear LED strips integrated into wall niches or behind glass shelving.

Mirror placement and sizing is critical for opening up a windowless space. Instead of a standard medicine

cabinet mirror, install a large format mirror that spans most of the vanity wall — 48-60 inches wide even for a

36-inch vanity. The oversized mirror reflects light throughout the space and creates the illusion of depth. Mirrored

medicine cabinets with side panels effectively triple your mirror surface. Some GTA homeowners install floor-to-

ceiling mirror panels on one full wall, which dramatically expands the perceived space but requires professional

installation to handle the weight and prevent distortion.

Light-colored, glossy finishes maximize light reflection. Choose large format porcelain tiles in light colors

— 24x24 or larger in whites, light grays, or subtle warm tones. The larger tile format means fewer grout lines,

creating a cleaner, more expansive look. Glossy or semi-gloss tile finishes reflect more light than matte finishes,

though avoid high-gloss on floors for slip safety. For walls, consider white or light-colored subway tile with

bright white grout — the horizontal lines create visual width. High-gloss paint on the ceiling in pure white reflects

maximum light downward.

Create visual connections to other spaces where possible. If your windowless bathroom opens to a hallway or

bedroom, consider a frosted glass panel in the upper portion of the door to borrow light while maintaining privacy.

Transom windows above the door (if ceiling height allows) bring in borrowed light from adjacent spaces. Some

Toronto homeowners install interior windows between the bathroom and an adjacent bedroom or walk-in closet —

frosted or textured glass maintains privacy while sharing natural light.
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Color psychology plays a major role in how spacious a windowless bathroom feels. Cool whites and light

grays make spaces feel larger and cleaner, while warm whites can feel cozy but potentially smaller.

Monochromatic color schemes — varying shades of the same color family — create visual continuity that makes

the space feel larger. Avoid dark accent walls in small windowless bathrooms, as they create visual stopping points

that emphasize the room's boundaries.

Proper ventilation becomes even more critical in windowless bathrooms since there's no natural air circulation.

Install a higher-capacity exhaust fan (80-110 CFM for a standard bathroom) and consider a fan with humidity

sensing that automatically runs when moisture levels rise. Some GTA homeowners install heat recovery

ventilators (HRV) connections to their bathroom exhaust, which brings in fresh air while exhausting humid air —

particularly valuable in energy-efficient homes where natural air exchange is minimal.

Glass shower enclosures instead of shower curtains maintain visual flow and prevent the space from feeling

chopped up. Frameless glass or minimal frame glass keeps sight lines clean. If privacy is needed, consider

textured glass that obscures the view while still allowing light to pass through the shower area.

When to hire a professional: Electrical work for new lighting circuits, LED strip installation, and exhaust fan

upgrades requires a licensed electrician and ESA inspection. Large mirror installation, especially floor-to-ceiling

panels, needs professional mounting to handle the weight safely. Any structural modifications for transom windows

or interior glass panels require professional assessment and permits through the City of Toronto Building Division.

The goal is creating a bathroom that feels intentionally designed rather than accidentally windowless — with proper

lighting, reflective surfaces, and visual flow, your interior bathroom can feel bright and spacious rather than cave-

like.

Q2

Should I extend bathroom floor tile into the hallway for a seamless look, or use a
transition strip at the doorway?

For most GTA bathroom renovations, a transition strip at the doorway is the better choice — it provides a

clean visual break, accommodates different flooring heights, and allows for independent expansion of different

flooring materials. However, extending bathroom tile into the hallway can work beautifully in specific situations with

proper planning.

The case for transition strips is compelling in most Toronto homes and condos. Bathroom floors typically sit

higher than hallway floors due to subfloor modifications, waterproofing layers, and thicker tile installations. A quality
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transition strip (marble, metal, or wood) bridges this height difference while creating a defined threshold between

wet and dry areas. This is particularly important in GTA homes where bathroom moisture management is critical —

Toronto's humid summers and heated indoor air during long winters create significant moisture differentials that

benefit from clear room boundaries.

Transition strips also provide practical advantages for maintenance and future renovations. Different flooring

materials expand and contract at different rates, especially with bathroom temperature and humidity fluctuations. A

transition strip accommodates this movement and prevents cracking or buckling. When you eventually need to

replace bathroom flooring (typically every 15-20 years), having a clear boundary means you can renovate the

bathroom without disturbing hallway flooring.

Extending bathroom tile into the hallway creates a seamless, spa-like aesthetic that works particularly well in

modern condo renovations and open-concept layouts common in newer GTA developments. This approach is most

successful when both areas will have the same subfloor height, the same tile throughout, and when the hallway

won't be exposed to significantly different traffic patterns or cleaning requirements.

For GTA-specific considerations, think about your home's layout and lifestyle. In Toronto's older homes with

narrow hallways and small bathrooms, a transition strip helps define spaces and can actually make both areas feel

larger by creating visual boundaries. In modern condos with wider hallways and contemporary open layouts,

continuous tile can enhance the sense of space — particularly valuable in compact GTA condo living.

Practical installation factors matter significantly. Extending tile requires perfect subfloor leveling across both

spaces, consistent waterproofing transitions, and careful planning for door swings and furniture placement. The tile

installation cost increases substantially — you're now tiling a larger area with more complex cuts around door

frames and potentially different wall configurations.

Consider your long-term plans as well. If you might change hallway flooring in the future (hardwood refinishing,

carpet replacement, or different tile), having bathroom tile extend into the hallway creates complications. Most GTA

homeowners find that defined room boundaries provide more flexibility for future updates.

When to hire a professional — either approach requires skilled tile installation, but extending tile into hallways

demands expertise in subfloor preparation, transition planning, and layout design. A professional tile installer can

assess your specific situation, measure height differentials, and recommend the best approach for your GTA

home's layout and your aesthetic goals.

For most Toronto bathroom renovations, a quality transition strip provides the best combination of practicality,

moisture management, and visual appeal while keeping future renovation options open.
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Q3

What are the most popular bathroom design trends in Toronto for 2026?

The biggest bathroom design trends shaping GTA renovations in 2026 centre around large-format tile,

warm earth tones, curbless showers, floating vanities, and smart technology integration — all reflecting a

shift toward spa-inspired spaces that feel calm, functional, and distinctly modern. Toronto homeowners are

moving away from the cool grey-and-white palettes that dominated for the past decade and embracing warmer,

more textured aesthetics.

Large-format porcelain tile continues to dominate GTA bathroom renovations, with 24x48-inch and even 48x48-

inch formats becoming increasingly common on both walls and floors. The appeal is fewer grout lines, which

creates a cleaner visual and also reduces grout maintenance — a practical benefit in Toronto's humid climate

where bathroom moisture promotes grout discolouration and mould growth. Porcelain slabs that mimic natural

marble, travertine, and concrete are particularly popular, giving homeowners the high-end stone look without the

sealing and maintenance requirements. Expect to pay $10-$25 per square foot installed for quality large-format

porcelain in the GTA.

Warm earth tones and organic textures are replacing the stark white-and-grey aesthetic. Mushroom, taupe,

warm greige, terracotta accents, and matte sage green are showing up across GTA showrooms and completed

projects. Wood-look porcelain tile for bathroom floors is surging — it provides the warmth and visual texture of

wood with the water resistance bathrooms require. Matte finishes are dominant over polished, giving bathrooms a

softer, more tactile quality.

Curbless (barrier-free) showers have moved from an accessibility feature to a mainstream design preference.

The seamless floor transition from bathroom to shower creates a spacious, open feel that is especially valuable in

Toronto's typically compact bathrooms — both in condos and older homes. A curbless shower requires a linear

drain and precise floor slope, with costs running $7,000-$15,000 installed, but the visual impact and accessibility

benefits justify the investment for many GTA homeowners.

Floating (wall-mounted) vanities remain the top vanity style in Toronto bathroom renovations, particularly in

condos where every inch of visual space matters. The exposed floor beneath a floating vanity makes the room feel

larger and simplifies floor cleaning. Custom floating vanities in walnut, white oak, or matte lacquer finishes with

integrated quartz or sintered stone tops are the premium choice, typically $1,500-$5,000 depending on size and

materials.

Technology and Comfort Features
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Heated floors are practically standard in GTA bathroom renovations now — Toronto's winters make stepping onto

warm tile a daily luxury that homeowners prioritize. At $8-$15 per square foot for electric radiant heating beneath

tile, it is one of the most cost-effective upgrades relative to daily enjoyment. Electronic bidet seats are another

rapidly growing trend, with sales and installations increasing significantly across the GTA. Heated seats, adjustable

wash functions, and built-in dryers appeal to homeowners looking for both comfort and hygiene upgrades, with

installed costs of $600-$2,000.

Backlit mirrors and medicine cabinets with integrated LED lighting, defoggers, and even Bluetooth speakers are

replacing basic framed mirrors. These combination units provide even, shadow-free task lighting that flatters and

functions, while the defogger means no more wiping down the mirror after every shower.

Statement shower fixtures — matte black, brushed gold, and brushed nickel rain showerheads paired with

handheld wands on slide bars — are the finishing touch that ties the contemporary GTA bathroom together.

Thermostatic shower systems with volume controls for multiple outlets let homeowners customize their shower

experience.

The overarching theme across Toronto's 2026 bathroom design landscape is creating a personal retreat — a

space that feels intentional, warm, and spa-like rather than purely utilitarian. Whether you are renovating a condo

ensuite in downtown Toronto or a family bathroom in Markham, these trends adapt to different budgets and spaces.
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Q4

How do I make a small 5x8 bathroom feel larger without moving any walls?

A 5x8-foot bathroom — one of the most common bathroom sizes in GTA homes — can feel significantly

more spacious with the right combination of tile strategy, fixture selection, colour palette, lighting, and

storage solutions, all without touching a single wall. This is great news for Toronto homeowners working within

the constraints of post-war bungalows, older semis, and standard condo floor plans where structural changes are

either impractical or prohibited.

The single most impactful change is your tile selection and layout. Use large-format tile — 12x24-inch or larger

— on both floors and walls. Fewer grout lines mean fewer visual interruptions, which tricks the eye into perceiving a

larger space. Run floor tile in the same direction as the longest bathroom dimension to elongate the room. If budget

allows, use the same tile on both the floor and lower walls or shower walls — a continuous material creates

visual flow that eliminates the choppy effect of multiple materials in a small space. In the GTA market, large-format

porcelain tile runs $10-$25 per square foot installed.

Colour and finish play a major role. Light tones — soft whites, warm greys, light taupes — reflect more light and

make walls feel like they are receding. This does not mean everything must be white; warm neutrals work

beautifully and are currently the dominant palette in Toronto bathroom design. Use matte or satin finishes on

walls and satin to semi-gloss on paint — high-gloss can create uncomfortable glare in a small space with good

lighting. A consistent colour palette with minimal contrast between walls, floor, and ceiling creates the illusion of a

single, uninterrupted volume.

Fixtures That Save Space

A floating vanity is one of the best investments for a small GTA bathroom. By exposing the floor beneath the

vanity, you add visible floor area — even a few inches of visible floor makes the room feel larger. A 24-inch or 30-

inch floating vanity with a single undermount sink and quartz top provides adequate counter space without

overwhelming the room. Expect to pay $800-$2,500 for a quality semi-custom floating vanity with top.

Consider replacing a standard tub/shower combo with a walk-in shower if you do not need a bathtub. Removing

the tub and installing a tiled shower with a glass panel (instead of a full enclosure or shower curtain) opens up the

room dramatically. A clear glass panel lets light flow through the space unobstructed, while a shower curtain

creates a visual wall that divides the room. If you must keep the tub, replace an opaque shower curtain or textured

sliding doors with a clear glass hinged panel — the transparency makes a remarkable difference.

A wall-mounted toilet saves several inches of floor depth compared to a standard floor-mounted toilet and creates

a cleaner, more modern appearance. At $1,000-$2,500 installed including the concealed tank carrier, it is a
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premium upgrade, but the space savings are genuine in a 5x8 layout.

Lighting and Mirrors

Lighting transforms small bathrooms. Replace a single overhead fixture with recessed LED pot lights — two or

three 4-inch recessed lights provide even, shadow-free illumination that makes the room feel brighter and more

open. Add vanity sconces or a backlit mirror for task lighting that eliminates the cave-like shadows a single

overhead light creates. An oversized mirror — extending the full width of the vanity wall or even wrapping a corner

— reflects light and creates the illusion of depth. A large mirror is the most affordable way to make a small

bathroom feel bigger.

Recessed storage — a shower niche built into the wall cavity and a recessed medicine cabinet — keeps toiletries

and essentials off countertops and out of sight without projecting into the room. A well-placed shower niche costs

$200-$500 to add during a tile installation and eliminates the need for hanging caddies that clutter the shower.

These strategies work within the existing footprint and are well-suited to Toronto's housing stock, where 5x8

bathrooms are the norm rather than the exception.

Q5

Should I hire a bathroom designer or let my contractor handle the layout and
design?

For most standard GTA bathroom renovations — a straightforward three-piece or four-piece bathroom with

fixtures staying in roughly the same locations — a skilled contractor can handle the layout and material

coordination effectively. However, for complex projects involving layout changes, tight spaces, high-end finishes,

or condo bathrooms with plumbing constraints, investing in a professional bathroom designer can save you money,

time, and regret in the long run.

The answer depends on three factors: the complexity of your project, the design capability of your contractor,

and your own confidence in making material and layout decisions. Understanding what each professional

brings to the table will help you decide.

What a Contractor Handles Well

An experienced GTA bathroom renovation contractor has completed dozens or hundreds of bathroom projects and

understands the practical side of bathroom design intimately. They know what fits in a 5x8 bathroom, which vanity

sizes work with standard plumbing rough-in locations, how to frame a shower niche, where to position a shower

Toronto Bath Remodeling — torontobathremodeling.com — Generated March 29, 2026



valve for comfortable use, and how to sequence trades for efficient project flow. For a mid-range renovation in the

$25,000-$35,000 range where you are updating an existing bathroom with new tile, a new vanity, a new toilet, and

new fixtures in roughly the same layout, a good contractor can guide you through material selection and handle the

layout without a separate designer.

Many GTA contractors have showrooms or partnerships with tile and fixture suppliers and can walk you

through material options, help you select coordinating finishes, and ensure everything you choose will work

together visually and functionally. This approach works well when the bathroom layout is straightforward and the

homeowner has a general sense of their style preferences.

When a Designer Adds Real Value

A bathroom designer brings a different skill set than a contractor. While contractors excel at building, designers

excel at space planning, material coordination, visual composition, and problem-solving within constraints.

Consider hiring a designer for these scenarios:

Complex layouts — if you are reconfiguring a bathroom, combining two small bathrooms into one, converting a

closet into an ensuite, or working within a challenging floor plan, a designer can develop multiple layout options that

maximize function within the available space. They use scaled drawings and 3D renderings that help you visualize

the finished result before any demolition begins.

High-end renovations — for a luxury master ensuite in the $40,000-$80,000+ range, the material selections alone

involve hundreds of decisions: tile formats, patterns, accent placement, fixture finishes, vanity design, hardware,

lighting, glass configuration, and colour coordination. A designer curates these selections into a cohesive vision and

ensures every element works together. The cost of a designer — typically $2,000-$5,000 for a complete bathroom

design package in the GTA — is a small percentage of a high-end renovation budget.

Condo bathrooms — Toronto condo bathroom renovations involve fixed plumbing stack locations, noise bylaws,

building management approvals, and compact floor plans that require creative solutions. A designer experienced

with GTA condo renovations knows how to work within these constraints and can prepare the documentation that

condo boards require for renovation approval.

Small bathrooms — counterintuitively, small bathrooms benefit more from professional design than large ones. In

a small space, every inch matters, and decisions about fixture placement, tile layout, and storage integration have

outsized impact. A designer can optimize a tight layout in ways that are not obvious to homeowners or even some

contractors.

The Hybrid Approach
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Many Toronto homeowners take a hybrid approach — hiring a designer for the initial concept, space plan, and

material selections, then handing the design package to their contractor for execution. This gives you professional

design guidance without the cost of a full-service designer managing the entire project. Some GTA tile showrooms

and kitchen-and-bath studios also offer complimentary or low-cost design consultations when you purchase

materials through them, which can be a cost-effective way to get professional input.

Whatever you decide, ensure your contractor and designer (if separate) communicate clearly. Provide your

contractor with complete specifications — tile layout drawings, fixture cut sheets, and finish selections — before

work begins. Ambiguity leads to assumptions, and assumptions in bathroom renovations lead to expensive

corrections.

Q6

What's the best layout for a narrow rectangular bathroom?

The best layout for a narrow rectangular bathroom places all fixtures along one long wall or staggers them

on opposite walls to maximize floor space and sightlines. In the GTA, narrow bathrooms are extremely

common — particularly in Toronto's pre-war homes, post-war bungalows across Scarborough and North York, and

modern condo units where floor plans squeeze bathrooms into tight footprints.

The most effective approach for a narrow bathroom (typically 5 feet wide by 8–10 feet long) is the single-wall

layout, where the toilet, vanity, and shower or tub are arranged along one wall. This keeps the opposite wall clear,

creating an uninterrupted walkway that makes the space feel wider than it is. The toilet typically sits between the

vanity and the shower, with the vanity closest to the door. If your bathroom is wide enough (at least 60 inches), you

can consider a galley layout with the vanity on one wall and the toilet and shower on the opposite wall — this

works well when plumbing rough-ins are already positioned on both sides.

Key Measurements for Narrow Bathrooms

Ontario Building Code requires a minimum of 15 inches from the toilet centreline to any side wall or

obstruction, and 21 inches of clear space in front of the toilet (24 inches is recommended for comfort). In a

narrow bathroom, these clearances dictate everything. Before committing to a layout, measure your rough-in

dimensions — the distance from the wall to the toilet drain centre (typically 12 inches in most GTA homes) and the

locations of your existing supply and drain lines.

A wall-mounted vanity is one of the best investments in a narrow bathroom. Floating the vanity off the floor at

30–34 inches creates visible floor space beneath it, which tricks the eye into perceiving a larger room. A 24-inch or
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30-inch wall-mounted vanity with a single undermount sink costs $800–$2,500 installed in the GTA and makes a

dramatic difference in a tight space. Pair it with a wall-mounted faucet ($300–$800 installed) to eliminate the faucet

deck and gain usable counter space.

Shower and Door Strategies

For the shower, a curbless shower at the far end of the narrow bathroom is ideal — it eliminates the visual barrier

of a shower curb and door frame, making the room feel continuous. A frameless glass panel (rather than a full

enclosure) costs $800–$1,500 for the glass alone and keeps sightlines open. If a curbless shower isn't feasible due

to floor structure limitations, a sliding glass door on a standard shower base avoids the swing clearance problem

that hinged doors create in narrow spaces.

Replace a standard swing door with a pocket door ($400–$800 installed) or a barn door ($300–$600 installed). A

swing door in a narrow bathroom eats 7–9 square feet of usable space every time it opens. A pocket door reclaims

all of that space and is one of the highest-impact changes you can make in a tight GTA bathroom.

Visual Tricks That Work

Use large-format porcelain tile (12x24 or 24x24) laid horizontally on the walls — fewer grout lines create a sense

of width. Light, neutral colours reflect more light and make the space feel open. A full-width mirror above the

vanity (wall-to-wall rather than a framed mirror) visually doubles the room width. Recessed medicine cabinets,

recessed shower niches, and recessed toilet paper holders keep everything flush with the walls, preserving every

inch.

For lighting, recessed pot lights (4-inch LED, $150–$250 each installed) eliminate the visual bulk of hanging

fixtures and keep the ceiling clean. A backlit mirror ($200–$600) provides task lighting without a protruding vanity

light bar.

If your narrow bathroom needs a full layout redesign involving plumbing relocation, expect to budget

$25,000–$35,000 for a mid-range renovation in the GTA, including permits from the City of Toronto Building

Division for any plumbing modifications. A cosmetic refresh that works within the existing layout runs

$15,000–$22,000. Either way, getting the layout right in a narrow bathroom is worth spending time on — you will

live with these decisions every day.
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Q7

How do I choose between a modern minimalist bathroom and a classic
traditional one?

The choice between modern minimalist and classic traditional comes down to your home's architectural

style, your personal taste, and — practically speaking — the resale value implications in your specific GTA

neighbourhood. Both styles work beautifully when executed well, but each has different material costs,

maintenance requirements, and longevity in the Toronto market.

A modern minimalist bathroom features clean lines, flat-panel or slab-front vanity doors, wall-mounted fixtures,

frameless glass shower enclosures, large-format tile with minimal grout lines, and a restrained colour palette —

typically whites, greys, and matte blacks. Hardware is sleek and understated. The look relies on precision

installation and high-quality materials because there is nowhere for imperfections to hide. In the GTA market,

modern minimalist bathrooms are particularly popular in condos across downtown Toronto, Mississauga's City

Centre, and newer developments in Vaughan and Markham. A mid-range modern minimalist bathroom renovation

in Toronto runs $25,000–$35,000, with premium versions pushing $40,000–$55,000 when you add wall-hung toilets

($1,000–$2,500 installed), custom floating vanities ($1,500–$5,000), and frameless glass enclosures

($1,200–$3,000).

A classic traditional bathroom uses raised-panel vanity cabinets, framed mirrors, wainscoting or beadboard,

subway tile or smaller-format tile with visible grout lines, chrome or polished nickel fixtures, pedestal sinks or

furniture-style vanities, and warmer tones — creams, soft greys, whites with warm undertones. Traditional

bathrooms complement the architectural character of Toronto's older housing stock — Victorian homes in

Cabbagetown and the Annex, Edwardian homes in Rosedale and High Park, and Georgian-style homes across

established GTA neighbourhoods. A mid-range traditional bathroom renovation costs $22,000–$32,000 in the GTA.

Practical Considerations

Maintenance differs between the two styles. Modern minimalist bathrooms with large-format tile have fewer grout

lines to clean and maintain, but the stark surfaces show water spots, soap residue, and dust more readily —

especially on matte black fixtures and dark tile. Traditional bathrooms with more grout lines and textured surfaces

require more grout maintenance but are more forgiving of everyday wear.

Resale value in the GTA tends to favour modern transitional — a blend of both styles. Real estate agents across

Toronto consistently report that the broadest buyer appeal comes from clean, contemporary lines with warm

touches. Think: a shaker-style vanity (traditional element) with a quartz countertop and undermount sink (modern

element), subway tile in a classic pattern with modern matte black fixtures, and a frameless glass shower. This
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transitional approach appeals to buyers in virtually every GTA neighbourhood.

Longevity is worth considering. Highly trendy modern elements — like all-black bathrooms, geometric tile patterns,

or extreme minimalism — may feel dated in 5–7 years. Classic traditional elements like subway tile, marble-look

porcelain, and shaker vanities have endured for decades and continue to look appropriate. If you plan to stay in

your home for 10+ years, choose what you love. If you are renovating with a potential sale in 3–5 years, lean

toward timeless choices.

Making Your Decision

Walk through your home and look at your existing finishes — your kitchen style, your flooring, your trim profiles. A

jarring disconnect between a ultra-modern bathroom and a traditional Colonial home feels awkward. The bathroom

should feel like a natural extension of your home's character. Visit GTA tile showrooms and plumbing fixture

showrooms in person — places along Caledonia Road, the Improve Centre on Sheppard, or showrooms in

Mississauga's industrial areas — to see materials and fixtures in person rather than relying on photos.

Ultimately, a well-executed bathroom in either style will serve you well. The quality of the installation — proper

waterproofing, solid tile work, reliable plumbing, and code-compliant electrical — matters far more than the

aesthetic direction. A beautifully designed bathroom that leaks behind the tile is a failure regardless of style.

Q8

What colours make a bathroom feel spa-like and relaxing?

Spa-like bathrooms rely on a restrained palette of soft, nature-inspired neutrals — think warm whites,

greyed-out greens, soft taupes, muted blues, and earthy beiges. The key is keeping the colour palette

cohesive and calm, with no more than two or three tones throughout the space. This approach works exceptionally

well in GTA bathrooms, where Toronto's long grey winters make a soothing, warm bathroom feel like a personal

retreat.

The most effective spa colours for Toronto bathrooms fall into a few proven categories. Warm whites and off-

whites (Benjamin Moore's White Dove OC-17, Simply White OC-117, or Chantilly Lace OC-65) create a clean,

bright foundation that reflects natural and artificial light — critical in GTA bathrooms that are often interior rooms

without windows, especially in condos and post-war bungalows across Scarborough and Etobicoke. Pair warm

white walls with greyed sage greens or soft eucalyptus tones on an accent wall or through your tile selection for

a nature-inspired calm that reads as spa-like without feeling cold.
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Greige (grey-beige blends) remains one of the most popular spa bathroom colours across the GTA because it

complements both warm and cool elements. Colours like Benjamin Moore's Revere Pewter HC-172 or Edgecomb

Gray HC-173 provide a sophisticated neutral backdrop that works with natural stone, wood-tone vanities, and both

chrome and brushed gold fixtures. These tones also photograph well for resale listings — a practical consideration

in Toronto's competitive real estate market.

Materials That Enhance the Spa Feel

Colour alone does not create a spa atmosphere — the materials and textures carry equal weight. Large-format

porcelain tile in natural stone looks (marble-vein, travertine, or limestone patterns) at $10–$25 per square foot

installed gives you the visual warmth of natural stone without the maintenance demands. Matte or honed finishes

feel more spa-like than polished surfaces, which can read as formal or commercial.

A wood-tone vanity in a warm walnut, white oak, or teak finish brings organic warmth to the space. Floating

vanities in natural wood tones ($1,500–$4,000 in the GTA) are particularly effective at creating that spa aesthetic

while also making the bathroom feel larger by exposing floor space beneath.

Matte black or brushed gold fixtures against warm neutral backgrounds create the subtle contrast that defines

high-end spa design. Matte black shower systems, faucets, and hardware ($500–$2,000 for a complete bathroom

set) are currently the dominant trend in GTA bathroom renovations, while brushed gold and champagne bronze are

emerging as popular alternatives.

Lighting for the Spa Effect

Lighting makes or breaks a spa bathroom. Use warm-toned LED lighting (2700K–3000K colour temperature)

throughout — cooler daylight-toned LEDs (4000K+) feel clinical and harsh, completely undermining a spa

atmosphere. Layer your lighting with dimmable recessed pot lights ($150–$250 each installed) for ambient light,

a backlit mirror ($200–$600) for task lighting, and optionally LED strip lighting under a floating vanity or along a

shower niche for subtle accent glow.

Heated floors are perhaps the single most spa-like upgrade you can add to a GTA bathroom. Stepping onto a

warm tile floor during a Toronto January morning transforms the bathroom experience. Electric radiant floor heating

costs $8–$15 per square foot for the heating mat plus installation, on top of your tile installation cost — typically

$1,200–$2,500 total for a standard bathroom. It requires a dedicated electrical circuit and GFCI protection per

Ontario Electrical Safety Code.

Practical Tips

Use mould-resistant, semi-gloss or satin bathroom paint in your chosen spa colours. Benjamin Moore's Aura

Bath & Spa line is formulated for high-humidity environments and is widely available at GTA paint retailers. Budget
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$500–$1,000 for professional painting of a standard bathroom, or tackle it as a DIY project to save on labour. Keep

accessories minimal — a few quality items (bamboo bath tray, linen towels in coordinating tones, a simple plant)

reinforce the spa feel more than a cluttered countertop ever will.

Q9

How do I plan the lighting layers in my bathroom — ambient, task, and accent?

Proper bathroom lighting uses three distinct layers — ambient (general), task (functional), and accent

(decorative) — each on its own circuit or dimmer switch, giving you full control over the mood and

functionality of the space. Most GTA bathrooms rely on a single overhead fixture, which creates harsh shadows

and insufficient light at the vanity. Layered lighting transforms the bathroom experience and is one of the most

impactful upgrades in any Toronto bathroom renovation.

Ambient lighting provides the overall illumination for the room. In most GTA bathroom renovations, this means

recessed LED pot lights (4-inch size is standard for bathrooms) installed in the ceiling on a dimmer switch. Plan

for one pot light per 25–30 square feet of bathroom area — a standard 40-square-foot bathroom needs two pot

lights, while a larger master ensuite may need four to six. Use 3000K colour temperature LEDs for a warm,

flattering light that complements skin tones and spa-like colour palettes. Recessed pot lights cost $150–$250 each

installed in the GTA, including the LED trim, housing, wiring, and connection to a dimmer switch. All bathroom

lighting circuits require a permit and ESA (Electrical Safety Authority) inspection in Ontario — your licensed

electrician should arrange this as part of their scope.

Task lighting is the focused, shadow-free illumination you need at the vanity for grooming, makeup application,

and shaving. The most common mistake in GTA bathrooms is relying on a single light bar mounted above the

mirror — this creates unflattering downward shadows under the chin and nose. The professional approach is

vertical sconces flanking the mirror at eye level (approximately 60–66 inches from the floor to the centre of the

fixture), which cast light evenly across the face from both sides. Wall sconces for bathrooms run $100–$400 per

fixture plus $150–$300 for installation and wiring. If wall space is limited — common in narrow Toronto bathrooms

and condos — a backlit LED mirror ($200–$600) provides excellent, even task lighting integrated directly into the

mirror. These require only a single electrical rough-in behind the mirror location.

Accent Lighting

Accent lighting adds depth and atmosphere. In a bathroom, this includes LED strip lighting under a floating vanity

(creates a floating glow effect), lighting inside a recessed shower niche (highlights tile work and provides subtle
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shower illumination), a small pendant light or decorative fixture over a freestanding tub, or toe-kick lighting along the

vanity base. Accent lighting should always be on its own switch or dimmer — the ability to use only accent lighting

creates a relaxing, spa-like ambiance for evening baths. LED strip lighting kits cost $50–$150 for materials with

$200–$400 for professional installation including a dedicated low-voltage transformer.

Wet-Area Lighting Requirements

Ontario Building Code and the Ontario Electrical Safety Code have specific requirements for lighting in wet areas.

Any light fixture within a shower or tub enclosure must be rated for wet locations (look for "Wet Location" or

"Suitable for Wet Locations" on the fixture rating — "Damp Location" is not sufficient inside a shower). Recessed

shower lights must be IC-rated (insulation contact) and wet-rated, typically costing $80–$200 per fixture. All

bathroom lighting must be on circuits protected by GFCI or connected to a GFCI-protected breaker.

Planning the Layout

Before your electrician does the rough-in, create a lighting plan that specifies the location, type, and switch

grouping for every fixture. Group your lighting onto three separate switches or dimmers: one for ambient (pot

lights), one for task (vanity lights), and one for accent (LED strips, decorative fixtures). A quality dimmer switch

costs $30–$80 and must be LED-compatible — standard dimmers cause LED lights to flicker or buzz.

Budget $1,500–$3,500 for a complete layered lighting package in a GTA bathroom, including fixtures, wiring,

dimmer switches, and the required electrical permit and ESA inspection. This is one renovation investment where

professional installation is non-negotiable — bathroom electrical work in wet environments carries serious safety

risks and must be done by a licensed electrician with proper permits.
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Q10

What's the best way to add a window or more natural light to an interior
bathroom?

Adding natural light to an interior bathroom — one with no exterior wall — requires creative solutions like

tubular skylights, borrowed light from adjacent rooms, glass block, or frosted glass transoms, since

adding a conventional window is only possible when the bathroom shares an exterior wall. Interior

bathrooms are extremely common across the GTA, especially in condos, post-war bungalows with central

bathrooms, and multi-bathroom homes where the second or third bathroom is landlocked in the floor plan.

If your bathroom does share an exterior wall, adding or enlarging a window is the most impactful natural light

upgrade. In Toronto, this requires a building permit from the City of Toronto Building Division because you are

modifying the building envelope, and potentially a structural header above the new window opening if you are

cutting into a load-bearing wall. A standard bathroom window installation (vinyl, frosted or obscure glass for privacy)

costs $1,500–$4,000 in the GTA including the window, framing, exterior finishing, and interior trim. Use tempered,

obscure glass — privacy glass that lets light in without transparency. Frosted or rain-pattern glass is the most

popular choice for GTA bathroom windows.

Tubular Skylights (Sun Tunnels)

For interior bathrooms in houses (not condos), a tubular skylight (also called a sun tunnel or light tube) is the most

effective solution. Brands like Velux Sun Tunnel and Solatube capture daylight on the roof through a small dome

(10–14 inches in diameter), channel it through a highly reflective tube through the attic space, and deliver it into the

bathroom through a ceiling diffuser. The result is surprisingly bright natural light in a room that has no exterior walls.

Installation costs $800–$2,000 in the GTA depending on roof accessibility, tube length, and whether any attic

obstructions need to be navigated. The roof penetration is small and properly flashed — far less invasive than a

traditional skylight.

Traditional flat or curb-mounted skylights are also an option if your bathroom is directly below the roofline, but

they are more expensive ($2,000–$5,000 installed), more prone to leaking if not installed by an experienced roofer,

and can create unwanted heat gain during Toronto's hot summers. If you go this route, choose a vented skylight

that can open to release bathroom moisture — this provides both natural light and supplemental ventilation.

Borrowed Light Strategies

Interior windows and transoms between the bathroom and an adjacent room are an increasingly popular solution

in GTA renovations. A frosted or reeded glass transom window above the bathroom door allows light from the

hallway to enter the bathroom while maintaining privacy. A fixed interior window (frosted or obscure glass) between
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the bathroom and an adjacent bedroom or hallway does the same. These cost $400–$1,200 installed depending

on size and glass type. If the wall between the bathroom and the adjacent room is load-bearing, you will need a

properly sized header — a structural consideration that requires professional assessment.

Glass block panels were once the standard solution for borrowed light in GTA bathrooms. While they have fallen

out of fashion aesthetically, modern alternatives like fluted glass, reeded glass, and frosted glass panels in slim

metal frames achieve the same light-borrowing function with a much more contemporary look.

Maximizing the Light You Have

Even without adding new light sources, you can dramatically improve how bright an interior bathroom feels. Large

mirrors — ideally wall-to-wall above the vanity — reflect and multiply whatever light exists. Light-coloured tile

and paint (whites, light greys, soft creams) on walls, floor, and ceiling bounce light around the room rather than

absorbing it. Glass shower enclosures instead of opaque shower curtains allow light to flow through the entire

space. High-quality LED lighting at 3000K–4000K in sufficient quantity can closely simulate the feel of natural

daylight.

For condo bathrooms, your options are limited to borrowed light strategies and optimized artificial lighting — you

cannot add skylights or exterior windows in a high-rise. A frosted glass panel or transom between the bathroom and

the master bedroom is the most practical condo solution, and most condo corporations will approve this since it

does not affect common elements or the building envelope.

Q11

How do I create a cohesive design if I'm renovating multiple bathrooms in my
Vaughan home?

When renovating multiple bathrooms in the same Vaughan home, choose a unified material palette —

consistent tile tones, matching fixture finishes, and the same countertop material family — then vary the

expression for each bathroom's purpose and user. This creates visual flow throughout the house while giving

each bathroom its own character. Vaughan homeowners frequently tackle multi-bathroom renovations because

much of the housing stock — particularly in Woodbridge, Kleinburg, Maple, and Thornhill — dates from the 1980s

through 2000s, with homes that have three to five bathrooms all in need of updating at the same time.

The foundation of a cohesive multi-bathroom design is the fixture finish. Pick one metal finish — brushed nickel,

matte black, brushed gold, or chrome — and use it in every bathroom. When you walk from the master ensuite to

the main bathroom to the powder room, the consistent hardware creates an unconscious sense of design intention.
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Matte black is currently the most popular finish across GTA renovations, followed by brushed gold. Budget

$800–$2,000 per bathroom for a complete fixture set (faucet, shower trim, towel bars, toilet paper holder, robe

hooks) in a quality finish.

Building the Palette

Select a tile family — not necessarily the identical tile in every bathroom, but tiles from the same colour family and

material type. For example, if your master ensuite uses a large-format marble-look porcelain in warm white tones,

the main bathroom might use a smaller format of the same colour family, and the powder room might use a

complementary mosaic accent from the same manufacturer's collection. Many tile manufacturers (Ceratec,

Centura, Olympia Tile — all widely available through GTA showrooms) design collections with coordinating formats

specifically for this purpose.

The vanity style should share a design language across all bathrooms without being identical. If your master

ensuite has a 60-inch floating vanity in warm walnut, the main bathroom might have a 36-inch floating vanity in the

same walnut finish, and the powder room a 24-inch wall-mounted vanity in the same wood tone. Ordering vanities

from the same manufacturer or custom shop ensures the finish and construction quality are consistent. Custom

vanities for a three-bathroom Vaughan renovation typically cost $4,000–$12,000 total depending on sizes and

materials.

Quartz countertops in the same colour across all bathrooms create strong cohesion. A single slab or colour

selection — Caesarstone's Calacatta Nuvo, for example, or Silestone's Calacatta Gold — used in all three or four

bathrooms ties the spaces together while being one of the easiest design decisions to make. Multi-bathroom quartz

fabrication from a single GTA fabricator often comes with volume pricing, saving 10–15% compared to ordering

individually.

Varying by Purpose

While the palette stays consistent, each bathroom should reflect its function. The master ensuite gets the premium

treatment — larger tile, upgraded shower system (rain head, hand shower, body jets), freestanding tub if space

allows, double vanity. The main bathroom (used by kids or guests) focuses on durability and functionality —

porcelain tile, single vanity with storage, tub/shower combo. The powder room is your opportunity for a design

statement — a bold accent wall, a decorative vessel sink, or statement lighting that would be impractical in a full

bathroom. A basement bathroom prioritizes moisture resistance and functionality over premium finishes.

Budgeting a Multi-Bathroom Renovation

Renovating multiple bathrooms simultaneously is typically 15–25% more cost-effective than doing them one at a

time. Your contractor can coordinate trades more efficiently — the plumber, electrician, and tile installer move
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between bathrooms on a logical schedule, reducing mobilization costs. Material orders are consolidated for better

pricing. In the Vaughan market, a three-bathroom renovation (master ensuite + main bath + powder room) at a mid-

range level typically runs $60,000–$90,000 total.

Building permits from the City of Vaughan Building Standards Department are required if you are relocating

plumbing or modifying electrical circuits. All electrical work requires ESA inspection. Working with a single general

contractor for all bathrooms — rather than different trades for each — ensures the design vision stays consistent

and the project timeline is managed efficiently. Expect a multi-bathroom renovation in Vaughan to take 6–10 weeks

from demolition to completion.

Q12

What are the key measurements I should know before designing my bathroom
layout?

Before designing any bathroom layout, you need to know the room dimensions, the rough-in locations for

all plumbing (toilet drain, supply lines, shower/tub drain, vanity drain and supply), and the Ontario Building

Code minimum clearances around every fixture. Getting these measurements wrong is the most common cause

of bathroom renovation problems in GTA homes — fixtures that do not fit, doors that cannot open, and toilets

uncomfortably close to vanities.

Start by measuring the overall room dimensions — length, width, and ceiling height. Measure at floor level and at

counter height, because walls in older Toronto homes (pre-war and post-war housing stock) are frequently out of

square and out of plumb. A room that measures 60 inches at one end may measure 59 or 61 inches at the other.

Record the location and size of the door opening, any windows, and any structural elements like columns,

bulkheads, or angled walls.

Critical Rough-In Measurements

The toilet rough-in is the distance from the finished wall (not the framing — the finished drywall surface) to the

centre of the toilet drain in the floor. The standard rough-in in most GTA homes is 12 inches. Older Toronto homes

sometimes have a 10-inch or 14-inch rough-in. This measurement determines which toilets will fit — buying a 12-

inch rough-in toilet for a 10-inch rough-in means the toilet will sit 2 inches further from the wall than intended, and

the tank may not clear the wall at all. Measure this before shopping for a toilet.

The shower/tub drain location is typically centred in the tub or at one end of the shower base. Measure from both

walls to the drain centre. If you are replacing a tub with a shower (or vice versa), the drain location determines
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whether you need to relocate plumbing — a cost of $500–$2,000 for drain relocation in the GTA.

The vanity drain and supply locations determine your vanity size and configuration. Measure from the side wall

to the drain centre, and note the height of the supply lines and drain stub-out above the floor. Standard vanity drain

height is 18–20 inches above the finished floor; supply lines are typically 20–22 inches above the floor.

Ontario Building Code Clearances

These are the minimum clearances required by code — violating them means a failed inspection and costly

rework:

Toilet centreline to side wall or obstruction: minimum 15 inches (18 inches recommended for comfort)

Toilet centreline to centreline of adjacent fixture: minimum 30 inches

Clear space in front of toilet: minimum 21 inches from the front of the bowl to any obstruction (24 inches

recommended)

Clear space in front of vanity: minimum 21 inches

Shower minimum interior dimensions: 30 inches x 30 inches (32x32 or 36x36 is far more practical and

comfortable)

Door swing: bathroom doors must be able to open without hitting fixtures. If space is tight, consider a pocket

door ($400–$800 installed) or barn door ($300–$600 installed)

Additional Measurements to Record

Measure the electrical panel location and capacity — bathroom renovations with heated floors, towel warmers,

and multiple lighting circuits may require additional breaker space. Note the exhaust fan duct location on the

ceiling and whether it vents through the roof or a wall. Measure the ceiling height — standard 8-foot ceilings are

fine for most fixtures, but if you have a low ceiling (basement bathroom) or bulkhead, verify that shower doors, tall

mirrors, and medicine cabinets will fit.

For condo bathrooms across the GTA, measure the location of the plumbing stack — the vertical pipe in the wall

that all fixtures connect to. In condos, the stack location is fixed and essentially immovable, so your entire layout

must work around it. Also measure access panel locations and note which walls are shared with neighbouring units

(these walls have limitations on what can be mounted or modified).

Draw your measurements on graph paper or use a free app like MagicPlan. Bring these measurements to your

contractor consultation — a professional bathroom renovator in the GTA will verify everything with their own

measurements, but starting with accurate dimensions shows preparation and helps the initial design conversation

move quickly. If your layout is complex or your space is tight, investing $500–$1,500 in a professional bathroom

designer for the layout planning can prevent costly mistakes during construction.
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Q13

How do I pick tile and fixture finishes that won't look dated in five years?

Choose tile and fixture finishes with a long track record of popularity rather than chasing the latest trend —

neutral tones, classic shapes, and quality materials age gracefully, while bold trend-driven choices often

feel dated within three to five years. In the GTA's competitive real estate market, bathroom finishes that stand

the test of time also protect your renovation investment at resale.

The finishes that have proven most enduring in Toronto bathroom renovations share common characteristics: they

are neutral in colour, simple in pattern, and natural in appearance. Large-format porcelain tile in marble-look or

concrete-look finishes has been the dominant GTA bathroom tile for years and shows no signs of fading — it reads

as clean and sophisticated without being tied to a specific era. Subway tile in classic 3x6 or elongated 4x12 format

remains timeless, though the specific layout matters — the traditional brick-pattern layout is the most enduring,

while trendy stacked vertical or herringbone patterns may feel more tied to the current moment.

Tile Choices That Last

Porcelain tile in natural stone looks (Calacatta marble veining, warm travertine tones, soft limestone

appearances) at $10–$25 per square foot installed gives you the visual warmth of natural materials with superior

durability and zero maintenance. Choose tiles with subtle veining and variation rather than dramatic, bold patterns

— the more dramatic the pattern, the more quickly it dates. Tiles from quality manufacturers like Atlas Concorde,

Florim, and Marazzi (all available through GTA distributors) offer natural stone reproductions that are convincingly

realistic.

Matte and honed finishes have broader longevity than high-gloss polished tile. Matte surfaces are also more

practical — they show fewer water spots, are less slippery when wet, and hide minor imperfections in the substrate.

For shower floors specifically, matte or textured finishes are both a style and safety requirement.

Avoid ultra-trendy tile choices that are currently popular but have a limited lifespan: geometric patterns (hexagons

with bold contrasting colours), heavily patterned encaustic-look tiles, dark dramatic colours used on every surface

(all-black bathrooms), and very specific trend colours like terracotta or dark green as your primary tile. These can

work beautifully as small accents — a shower niche, a feature strip, a powder room floor — where they are

affordable to replace when tastes change. Do not commit your entire shower or floor to a high-trend tile.

Fixture Finishes That Endure

Chrome is the most timeless fixture finish — it has been standard for decades, complements any style, and never

looks wrong. Brushed nickel is similarly enduring. Both are safe, long-lasting choices that will not feel dated.
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Matte black has been the dominant trend finish in GTA bathroom renovations for several years. It has strong

staying power because it crosses design styles (modern, transitional, industrial, farmhouse) and creates appealing

contrast against light tile and white fixtures. However, matte black shows water spots and fingerprints, requiring

more frequent wiping. If you choose matte black, commit to it throughout the bathroom — mixing finishes is a trend

that tends to date quickly.

Brushed gold and champagne bronze are newer trend finishes that are gaining significant popularity in the GTA.

These warm metallic tones are beautiful and currently very desirable, but their longevity is less proven than chrome

or brushed nickel. If you love the look, go for it — but recognize that in 7–10 years, the market may have moved on.

The Timeless Formula

The most consistently successful formula for GTA bathroom renovations that age well: large-format neutral

porcelain tile on floors and shower walls, classic subway or large-format tile on remaining walls, a shaker or

flat-panel vanity in white, warm grey, or natural wood tone, quartz countertop in a white or grey marble-look, and

brushed nickel or chrome fixtures. This combination has looked appropriate for the past 15 years and will likely

look appropriate for the next 15. It costs $25,000–$35,000 for a standard GTA bathroom renovation — the same

investment as a trendy renovation, but with far better longevity.

When you are tempted by a bold trend, apply the accent rule: use it in easily replaceable elements — paint colour,

towels, accessories, a small accent tile area — not in the permanent, expensive-to-replace elements like your

shower tile, countertop, or floor.

Q14

Should I follow open-concept bathroom trends like bedroom-bathroom combos,
or keep them separate?

For most GTA homeowners, keeping the bathroom and bedroom as separate enclosed spaces is the more

practical, resale-friendly, and climate-appropriate choice — open-concept bedroom-bathroom designs look

stunning in magazines but create real-world problems with humidity, noise, odours, and privacy that are

amplified by Toronto's climate and housing conditions. That said, there are design elements from this trend

worth selectively adopting.

The open-concept bathroom trend — where the bathtub sits in the bedroom, the shower is separated by glass

rather than walls, or the vanity is integrated into the bedroom space — originated in luxury hotels and high-end

architectural projects. In a controlled hotel environment with commercial-grade ventilation, professional
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housekeeping, and guests staying only a few nights, it works. In a GTA home where two people share a master

suite through Toronto's humid summers and dry winters, the practical challenges are significant.

Why Open-Concept Bathrooms Are Problematic in the GTA

Humidity and moisture are the primary concern. Toronto's summer humidity already challenges bathroom

ventilation — the Ontario Building Code requires mechanical exhaust ventilation (minimum 50 CFM) in every

bathroom precisely because moisture must be actively removed. When the bathroom opens directly into the

bedroom, moisture from showers and baths migrates into the bedroom space, affecting drywall, paint, window

condensation, bedding, and potentially creating mould conditions. During winter, when indoor air is dry and heated,

the temperature differential between a steam-filled open bathroom area and the bedroom creates condensation on

cooler surfaces.

Odour and noise are the issues no one discusses in design magazines but everyone experiences in real life. A

toilet enclosed behind a wall with a solid door and an exhaust fan is a fundamentally different experience than a

toilet separated by a glass panel or nothing at all. For couples, this is consistently cited as the top regret of open-

concept bathroom designs.

Resale impact in the GTA market is measurable. Toronto real estate agents consistently report that open-concept

master bathrooms narrow your buyer pool. While some buyers love the design, many are uncomfortable with it —

particularly in the family-home market across Mississauga, Brampton, Vaughan, Markham, and the suburban GTA.

An enclosed master bathroom with a proper door appeals to virtually everyone; an open-concept one appeals to a

niche.

What to Borrow From the Trend

The best elements of open-concept bathroom design can be adopted selectively without committing to a fully open

layout. A freestanding tub visible through a wide doorway between the ensuite and bedroom creates the visual

drama of the open-concept look while keeping the spaces functionally separate — you can still close the door. This

is one of the most popular master ensuite features in upscale GTA renovations, costing $1,000–$5,000 for the tub

plus $500–$1,500 for plumbing installation.

Glass-enclosed shower with frameless panels visible from the bedroom through a wide opening creates a sense

of openness and luxury without eliminating the wall between the rooms. A large frosted or clear glass shower

enclosure becomes a design feature of the ensuite that can be appreciated from the bedroom when the door is

open.

A vanity or dressing area in the bedroom adjacent to the bathroom is a practical compromise — the wet

functions (toilet, shower, tub) stay in the enclosed bathroom, but the dry vanity with a mirror, drawers, and
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countertop space sits in the bedroom. This gives you extra bathroom counter space and reduces morning

congestion in the bathroom. It also avoids the humidity exposure that damages bedroom finishes.

If You Still Want Open-Concept

If you are committed to an open-concept master bathroom, invest heavily in ventilation — an oversized exhaust

fan (110+ CFM) rated for continuous operation, positioned directly above the shower and tub, vented to the

exterior. Budget for a high-quality glass enclosure around the shower to contain spray and steam. Enclose the

toilet in a water closet — a small separate room with its own door and exhaust fan — so the toilet, at minimum, is

private and ventilated. These modifications add $3,000–$8,000 to the renovation cost but address the worst

practical problems.

The Ontario Building Code still requires the bathroom space to have mechanical ventilation regardless of whether it

is enclosed or open to the bedroom. Your contractor and HVAC specialist need to address how exhaust ventilation

will work in an open layout — this is a code compliance issue, not just a comfort preference.

Q15

How do I incorporate universal design principles so my bathroom works for all
ages?

Universal design in a bathroom means building in accessibility features from the start — wider doorways,

curbless showers, grab bars, comfort-height fixtures, and non-slip surfaces — so the space works safely

and comfortably for children, adults, aging parents, and anyone with mobility challenges, without looking

like a clinical or institutional space. In the GTA, where many homeowners are renovating to age in place or to

accommodate multigenerational households, universal design is one of the fastest-growing bathroom renovation

categories.

The core principle of universal design is that accessibility features should be invisible as accessibility features

— they should look like intentional, stylish design choices. A curbless shower is a universal design element that

also happens to be the most sought-after shower style in high-end GTA renovations. Comfort-height toilets are now

the standard preference regardless of accessibility needs. Lever-handle faucets are universally easier to use than

knob handles. The best universally designed bathrooms look beautiful first and accessible second.

Essential Universal Design Elements
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Curbless (barrier-free) shower is the single most important universal design feature. Eliminating the shower curb

allows wheelchair or walker access, reduces trip hazards for everyone, and creates a seamless visual flow across

the bathroom floor. A curbless shower requires careful floor preparation — the entire bathroom floor slopes toward

a linear drain in the shower area, requiring modification of the subfloor or installation of a pre-sloped shower pan. In

the GTA, a custom curbless shower with linear drain, waterproofing, tile, fixtures, and glass panel costs

$7,000–$15,000. The investment is substantial, but it is the feature that most dramatically improves both

accessibility and resale appeal.

Grab bars should be installed during the renovation, not as an afterthought. The key is blocking — installing solid

wood blocking (2x6 or 3/4-inch plywood) behind the drywall or tile backer board in all areas where grab bars may

be needed, even if you do not install the bars immediately. Standard locations include beside the toilet (both sides),

inside the shower (vertical bar at entry, horizontal bar on the long wall, angled bar for sit-to-stand support), and

beside the tub. Blocking costs almost nothing during construction ($50–$100 in materials) but installing grab bars

into walls without blocking later requires opening the wall, adding blocking, and repatching — a $300–$500 repair

per bar location. Modern grab bars from manufacturers like Moen and Delta come in finishes that match your

bathroom fixtures (chrome, brushed nickel, matte black) and look like towel bars or accent hardware.

Comfort-height toilet (17–19 inches from floor to seat top, versus the standard 15 inches) is easier to sit down on

and stand up from for adults of all ages. Wall-hung toilets at adjustable heights provide the ultimate flexibility — the

bowl can be set at any height during installation. Budget $400–$800 for a comfort-height floor-mounted toilet or

$1,000–$2,500 for a wall-hung toilet installed in the GTA.

Doorways, Flooring, and Layout

Wider doorway — a minimum 32-inch clear opening (34–36 inches is better) allows wheelchair and walker access.

Standard bathroom doors in most GTA homes are 24–28 inches wide, which is too narrow for mobility devices.

Widening a doorway costs $500–$1,500 depending on whether the wall is load-bearing (requiring a header) or non-

load-bearing. Pocket doors are excellent for universal design because they eliminate the swing clearance entirely

— critical in compact GTA bathrooms.

Non-slip flooring is essential. Use tile with a minimum coefficient of friction (COF) of 0.60 for bathroom floors —

matte or textured porcelain, not polished. Small-format mosaic tile (2x2 or 1x1) on shower floors provides the best

slip resistance due to the high number of grout lines. Large-format polished tile on a bathroom floor is a fall hazard,

especially when wet.

Lever-handle faucets and door hardware require no gripping or twisting strength — they can be operated with a

closed fist, an elbow, or limited hand mobility. Lever faucets cost no more than knob-style faucets and are standard

in most modern GTA fixture lines.
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Planning Ahead

Universal design does not require installing every feature now — the strategy is to build in the infrastructure so

features can be added easily later. Install blocking for grab bars. Ensure the electrical rough-in can support a bidet

seat (requires a GFCI outlet beside the toilet). Choose a vanity height and style that could work with a seated user

(wall-mounted vanities with knee clearance beneath). Run conduit for future heated floor wiring even if you skip the

heating mat now. These infrastructure investments add $500–$1,500 to a bathroom renovation and save thousands

if accessibility modifications are needed later.

A full universally designed bathroom renovation in the GTA runs $25,000–$45,000 depending on scope and finish

level. Ontario Building Code sets the minimum accessibility requirements, but universal design goes beyond code

minimums to create spaces that are genuinely comfortable for everyone. WSIB-covered, licensed contractors

experienced in accessibility renovations understand these requirements and can guide the design process.
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Q16

What's the ideal placement for a bathroom mirror — how high and how wide
relative to the vanity?

The ideal bathroom mirror should be the same width as your vanity or slightly narrower (2–4 inches smaller

on each side), and centred at a height where the middle of the mirror sits at roughly eye level for the

primary users — typically 57–65 inches from the floor to the mirror’s centre. Getting mirror placement right

makes a surprisingly big difference in how your finished bathroom looks and functions, and it’s one of the most

common details that gets overlooked during GTA bathroom renovations.

Width Guidelines

For a single vanity (24–36 inches wide), your mirror should be at least as wide as the vanity cabinet but no wider

than the countertop. A 30-inch vanity looks best with a 28–30 inch mirror. For a double vanity (48–72 inches), you

have two options: one large mirror spanning the full width, or two individual mirrors centred above each sink. Two

separate mirrors are the more popular choice in Toronto bathroom renovations right now because they create

defined zones and allow for sconce lighting between them. If you go with two mirrors above a 60-inch double vanity,

each mirror should be roughly 24 inches wide with 4–6 inches of space between them for a wall-mounted sconce or

simply visual breathing room.

Height Placement

The bottom edge of the mirror should sit 4–8 inches above the countertop or backsplash. For a standard 36-inch-

high vanity with a countertop, that puts the bottom edge at about 40–44 inches from the floor. The top edge should

reach at least 72–78 inches from the floor to accommodate taller household members. In older Toronto homes —

particularly post-war bungalows in Scarborough, North York, and Etobicoke — bathroom ceilings are often standard

8 feet, which gives you plenty of room. In newer GTA condos with 8- or 9-foot ceilings, you can go taller with the

mirror for a more dramatic, open feel.

If you’re installing a medicine cabinet instead of a flat mirror, the same height rules apply, but you also need to

account for the cabinet depth (typically 4–5 inches). Recessed medicine cabinets sit flush with the wall and look

cleaner, but they require cutting into the wall cavity — make sure there are no plumbing supply lines, electrical

wiring, or structural members behind the location before cutting. A stud finder and a quick check of the plumbing

layout will save you from an expensive surprise.

Lighting Coordination
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Mirror placement must be planned alongside your vanity lighting. The Ontario Electrical Safety Code requires all

bathroom electrical work to be done by a licensed electrician with ESA inspection, so plan the lighting location

before your electrician does the rough-in. The best vanity lighting is at face level on either side of the mirror (wall

sconces at 60–66 inches from the floor), which eliminates the shadows that overhead-only lighting creates. If side

sconces aren’t possible — common in tight GTA condo bathrooms — a horizontal vanity light bar above the mirror

should be mounted 75–80 inches from the floor, no more than 3 inches above the mirror’s top edge.

Practical Tips for GTA Homeowners

A frameless mirror with polished edges typically costs $150–$500 depending on size, while a framed mirror runs

$200–$1,200 for quality options. Custom-cut mirrors from local GTA glass shops are often more affordable than

big-box options for non-standard sizes and run about $8–15 per square foot for 1/4-inch glass. If you’re renovating

a small powder room or condo bathroom, an oversized mirror (wider than the vanity, extending nearly wall to wall)

is one of the most effective design tricks to make the space feel larger — and it costs very little compared to

structural changes.

For mirror installation, a flat mirror on drywall can be a DIY project using mirror adhesive and J-channel brackets.

Heavier framed mirrors or medicine cabinets should be anchored into studs or secured with appropriate wall

anchors rated for the weight. If you’re unsure about what’s behind the wall, a professional installer is worth the

$100–$250 installation fee to avoid hitting a water line.

Q17

Can I mix metals in a bathroom — for example, brushed gold faucet with matte
black hardware?

Yes, mixing metals in a bathroom is absolutely a design-forward choice that works beautifully when done

intentionally — and it’s one of the biggest trends in GTA bathroom renovations right now. The days of

matching every single piece of metal hardware in a bathroom are over. Brushed gold with matte black, polished

chrome with brushed nickel, or brass accents against black fixtures all create visual depth and personality that a

single-metal bathroom simply cannot achieve.

The key to making mixed metals look intentional rather than accidental is the rule of two or three. Stick to a

maximum of two metal finishes as your primary palette, with a possible third used very sparingly as an accent. For

your example — brushed gold faucet with matte black hardware — that’s a classic two-metal combination that

Toronto designers are using extensively in both condo and house renovations. The trick is to give each metal a
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clear role: one is the dominant finish (appearing on the largest or most numerous elements), and the other is the

accent (appearing on fewer, carefully chosen pieces).

How to Distribute Mixed Metals

A common approach in GTA bathroom design is to use matte black for the structural and larger elements —

shower frame, shower door hardware, towel bars, toilet paper holder, cabinet pulls, and light fixture frames — and

brushed gold for the water-touching fixtures — faucet, shower valve trim, shower head, and drain cover. This

creates a clear hierarchy where the gold draws the eye to the fixtures as focal points while the black hardware

recedes into a cohesive background.

Another approach that works well in Toronto’s popular modern-transitional style is to use brushed gold as the

dominant finish throughout and introduce matte black only on the mirror frame and light fixtures. This is especially

effective in brighter bathrooms with white tile and light vanities, where the gold adds warmth and the black provides

contrast without overwhelming the space.

Consistency within each metal matters more than matching across metals. If your faucet is brushed gold, your

shower trim should also be brushed gold — not polished gold or satin brass, which will look like a mismatch rather

than a design choice. Similarly, if your cabinet pulls are matte black, your towel bar and robe hook should be the

same matte black finish from the same manufacturer if possible. GTA plumbing supply showrooms in Vaughan,

Mississauga, and along King Street carry major brands like Riobel, Delta, Moen, and Grohe that offer coordinated

collections in both finishes, making it easier to keep each metal family consistent.

Budget Considerations

Mixed-metal bathrooms do not necessarily cost more than single-metal designs. A brushed gold faucet in the

GTA market typically runs $250–$800 for a quality widespread or single-hole model, while matte black hardware

sets (towel bar, toilet paper holder, robe hooks, cabinet pulls) run $150–$500 for a complete bathroom. The pricing

is comparable to an all-chrome setup from the same quality tier. Where costs can add up is if you’re sourcing from

premium European brands — expect to pay $500–$1,500+ for a high-end brushed gold faucet from brands like

Fantini or Gessi.

What to Avoid

Don’t mix finishes that are too similar — brushed nickel next to polished chrome, or satin brass next to brushed

gold, will look like a mistake rather than a choice. The contrast needs to be obvious and deliberate. Also avoid

introducing a third metal through your light fixtures unless it’s very intentional — a chrome vanity light in a room with

gold faucets and black hardware creates visual confusion.
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One practical consideration for GTA homeowners: if you’re renovating a condo bathroom, check whether your

building’s plumbing shutoff valves and access panels have visible chrome finishes that will clash with your chosen

metals. In many Toronto condos built after 2005, the main shutoff valves are behind an access panel in the vanity

cabinet, so they’re hidden — but in older buildings, exposed chrome supply valves below the sink may need

decorative escutcheon covers in your chosen finish to complete the look.

Q18

How do I plan for enough electrical outlets and their placement during the
design phase?

Planning electrical outlet placement during the design phase is critical because adding outlets after your

bathroom tile and finishes are installed means cutting into finished walls, patching tile, and paying for a

second round of electrical work — a mistake that costs GTA homeowners $500–$1,500 to fix after the fact.

Getting this right during the rough-in stage costs almost nothing extra, so it’s one of the highest-value planning

exercises in a bathroom renovation.

Ontario Code Requirements

The Ontario Electrical Safety Code (which follows the Canadian Electrical Code with Ontario amendments) has

specific requirements for bathroom outlets. Every bathroom must have at least one GFCI-protected receptacle

within 1 metre of each sink basin. GFCI (Ground Fault Circuit Interrupter) protection is non-negotiable in any wet

environment — it detects current leakage and cuts power in milliseconds to prevent electrocution. All bathroom

receptacles must be GFCI-protected, either through a GFCI-rated outlet or by being downstream of a GFCI breaker

in your electrical panel.

All electrical work in Ontario bathrooms requires a permit and ESA (Electrical Safety Authority) inspection

before being concealed behind walls. Your licensed electrician should pull the permit and arrange the inspection as

part of their scope of work. Never allow electrical rough-in to be covered with drywall or tile before the ESA

inspection — if the inspector needs to see the wiring after it’s concealed, you’re paying to open and refinish walls.

How Many Outlets and Where

For a standard three- or four-piece bathroom in a Toronto home, plan for a minimum of two to three GFCI

outlets. Here’s a practical placement guide:
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Vanity area: One outlet on each side of the mirror, positioned 40–44 inches from the floor (just above

countertop height) and at least 12 inches from the sink edge to keep cords away from water. For a double

vanity, you want an outlet accessible from each sink station — that’s two outlets minimum. These handle hair

dryers, electric razors, electric toothbrush chargers, and curling irons

Toilet area: An outlet near the toilet at 16–18 inches from the floor is increasingly standard in GTA

renovations. This powers a bidet seat (which requires a grounded outlet within cord reach of the toilet) and is

also useful for a nightlight or small space heater. With electronic bidet seats growing rapidly in popularity across

Toronto, this outlet is no longer a luxury — it’s practical planning

Heated floor thermostat: If you’re installing electric radiant floor heating (one of the most requested upgrades

in Toronto bathroom renovations, at $8–$15 per square foot for the mat and installation), you need a dedicated

electrical box for the thermostat, typically placed 48–60 inches from the floor near the bathroom entrance,

similar to a light switch location. The heated floor system also requires its own dedicated 15- or 20-amp circuit

with GFCI protection

Exhaust fan: While not an outlet per se, your exhaust fan needs its own switch and wiring. Many GTA

homeowners upgrade to a fan/light/heater combination unit ($200–$600 for the unit), which requires

appropriate wiring capacity. Plan the switch location during design — typically near the main bathroom light

switch at the door entry, 48 inches from the floor

Planning Tips for GTA Homes and Condos

In Toronto condos, electrical capacity can be a limiting factor. Most condo units have a 100-amp main panel, and

bathroom circuits share capacity with other areas of the unit. If you’re adding a heated floor, bidet seat outlet, and

upgraded lighting, have your electrician verify that your panel has capacity for the additional circuits. Adding a sub-

panel in a condo is possible but requires building management approval and costs $800–$1,500.

In older Toronto homes (pre-1970s), the bathroom may have only a single ungrounded outlet or even no outlets at

all. Bringing the electrical up to current code during a renovation is strongly recommended — you’ll need new wiring

run from the panel, proper grounding, and GFCI protection. Budget $500–$1,500 for bathroom electrical upgrades

depending on the scope and distance from the panel.

Don’t forget to plan outlet placement around your tile layout. Outlets that land in the middle of a tile look sloppy.

Work with your electrician and tile installer to position outlet boxes so they align with grout lines or tile edges. This

coordination happens during the design phase and costs nothing extra but makes a visible difference in the finished

result.

A licensed electrician in the GTA typically charges $75–$120 per hour, and adding an extra outlet during rough-in

costs roughly $100–$200 per outlet (including the box, wire run, and device). Compare that to the $500–$1,500
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cost of adding an outlet after the renovation is complete, and the value of thorough upfront planning is obvious.
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Q19

What's the best approach to designing a Jack-and-Jill bathroom that works for
two bedrooms in a Richmond Hill family home?

A well-designed Jack-and-Jill bathroom in a Richmond Hill family home needs two things above all else:

privacy locks on both bedroom-side doors and a layout that separates the toilet and shower from the vanity

area so one child can use the sink while the other uses the toilet without conflict. This shared bathroom style

is extremely common in 1980s–2000s suburban homes across Richmond Hill, Markham, and Vaughan, and when

designed thoughtfully, it works beautifully for families with kids sharing a bathroom between two bedrooms.

Layout Strategy: Compartmentalize

The most functional Jack-and-Jill layout uses compartmentalization — separating the wet zone (toilet and

shower/tub) from the dry zone (vanity and mirror). The ideal configuration places the vanity area in the centre of the

room accessible from both doors, with the toilet and tub/shower behind a separate interior door or pocket door

within the bathroom. This way, one person can brush their teeth or wash their hands while the other uses the toilet

or shower in privacy.

For a typical Richmond Hill suburban home, the Jack-and-Jill bathroom is usually around 8x10 feet or 9x9 feet. In

this footprint, a practical layout would be: double vanity (48–60 inches) along one wall between the two entry

doors, a tub/shower combo or walk-in shower at one end, and the toilet compartmentalized at the other end or

beside the shower behind a partial wall or pocket door. Ontario Building Code minimum clearances apply: 15

inches from toilet centreline to any wall or obstruction, and 21 inches of clear space in front of the toilet (24

inches is recommended for comfort).

The Door and Lock Situation

This is where most Jack-and-Jill bathrooms fail. You need privacy locks on both bedroom-side doors that are

interconnected — when one door is locked from inside, the other door must also lock automatically. Standard

privacy locksets with an indicator (showing occupied/vacant) run $40–$80 per door and are available at GTA

hardware suppliers. More sophisticated options include barn-style pocket door locks ($60–$150) if you’re using

sliding doors to save space. Whatever lock system you choose, make sure both doors can be unlocked from the

outside with a coin or flathead screwdriver for emergencies — this is especially important in a children’s bathroom.

If the bathroom connects to bedrooms for children of different ages, consider installing a deadbolt-style indicator

lock at adult height on the doors so younger children can’t accidentally lock a sibling out during the morning

routine.
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Vanity and Storage Design

A double vanity is strongly recommended for a Jack-and-Jill bathroom. Each child gets their own sink, their own

mirror space, and their own storage. A 60-inch double vanity with two sinks provides adequate elbow room while

fitting in most Richmond Hill bathroom footprints. Budget $1,200–$3,000 for a quality semi-custom double vanity

with quartz countertop in the GTA market.

Design the storage so each side of the vanity is clearly assigned: two medicine cabinets or mirrors (one per

sink), separate drawer banks, and divided under-sink storage. This reduces morning conflicts dramatically. Add a

linen tower or built-in shelving if space allows — shared bathrooms need more towel and toiletry storage than

single-user bathrooms.

Plumbing and Permit Considerations

If you’re renovating an existing Jack-and-Jill bathroom in a Richmond Hill home, working within the existing

plumbing layout saves significant cost. Moving the toilet drain costs $500–$2,000, and relocating shower/tub drains

adds similar expense. A cosmetic-to-mid-range renovation of an existing Jack-and-Jill bathroom keeping the same

layout typically runs $20,000–$35,000 in the GTA, covering full demolition, new tile, double vanity with quartz, new

toilet, shower/tub refinishing or replacement, fixtures, lighting, exhaust fan, and heated floors.

If you’re creating a new Jack-and-Jill bathroom by combining or reconfiguring space, you’ll need a building

permit from the City of Richmond Hill (part of York Region) for any new plumbing rough-in, drain connections, or

structural modifications. Plumbing permits, electrical permits (for new circuits, GFCI outlets, heated floor, and

exhaust fan), and ESA inspection will all be required. Budget $3,000–$7,000 for plumbing rough-in if you’re adding

new drain and supply connections.

Sound Insulation

One often-overlooked detail in Jack-and-Jill bathrooms: sound transmission. The shared walls between the

bathroom and both bedrooms carry noise — toilet flushing, shower running, and exhaust fan humming are all

audible through standard drywall. During renovation, adding sound-dampening insulation (mineral wool batts like

Roxul Safe’n’Sound, about $1.50–$2.50 per square foot) in the shared walls makes a meaningful difference.

Upgrading to a quiet exhaust fan rated at 1.0 sone or less ($150–$350) is also worth the investment in a shared

bathroom — a loud fan running at 6 AM while one child showers will wake the sibling in the adjacent bedroom.

For families in Richmond Hill planning a Jack-and-Jill bathroom renovation, this is a project where professional

design input pays for itself. A bathroom designer or experienced renovation contractor who has done Jack-and-Jill

layouts can spot clearance issues, door swing conflicts, and plumbing challenges before they become expensive

problems on site.
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Disclaimer: This guide is provided for informational purposes only by Toronto Bath Remodeling. It does not constitute

professional advice. Always consult qualified, licensed contractors and your local building authority before starting any bathroom

renovation project. Information is current as of March 29, 2026 and may change. Visit torontobathremodeling.com for the latest

answers.
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